
Did you see 

the season 

premier of 

Dancing with 

t h e 

Stars?  World 

famous rodeo cowboy Ty 

Murray is one of the con-

testants.  When asked if he 

was ready to dance, his 

reply way "you are never 

ready, it's just your turn."   I 

just love that state-

ment!   How often does that 

happen to us all in any 

given day?  Not ready for 

the meeting, the interview, 

retirement, an accident, a 

new baby.  We have all 

been there.  I have been 

able to use my involvement 

with ABWA to help me get 

ready .  Through network-

ing I have met many won-

derful people who have 

helped me when looking 

for a job.  The guest speak-

ers at our meetings and 

other ABWA events have 

given me tips from re-

sumes and interviewing to 

personal and financial 

health improvements.  

 

When getting ready for 

"your turn", remember 

ABWA has many members 

who have vast knowledge 

and experiences and sev-

eral educational events 

throughout the year.   In 

WINGS Chapter we have 

stock brokers, logistics pro-

fessionals, students, busi-

n e s s  o w n e r s /

entrepreneurs, minister, 

executive assistants, air 

traffic controller, IT profes-

sional, and many others.  

 

Please join us Thursday 
April 9 for the ABWA 
WINGS Chapter Barbara 
Kennedy Scholarship re-
cipient, University of 
Texas, Texas Medical Cen-
ter student Rebecca Sam-
ple. 
 

Shelley Burkett 

President 2008 - 2009 

WINGS Chapter; FHPW 

Woman of Excellence ï 2005; 

WINGS Chapter Top 10 ï 

2007 
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careers.  This will replace 

the current community 

card.  

Once the cashier has 

scanned your Kroger Plus 

Card and the new 

Neighbor to Neighbor bar-

code, you will no longer 

need to carry the old com-

Introducing the 

WINGS Chap-

t erôs new 

Kroger community card 

program.   This program 

gives directly back to our 

c h a p t e r  m e m -

bers financially to attend 

classes that benefit their 

munity card. Please tell 

your family and friends 

about this as well. We 

want to make sure mem-

bers and membersõ friends 

and family are using the 

card to the maximum.  

Kroger Gives Back  

Women Involved: Nurture, Growth & Support  

http://www.kroger.com/index.htm
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typos, To be reviewed, and accepted as 

amended 

Board Meeting - Bev Hiter will be un-

able to attend, so she is to be notified of 

any action taken by the board 

Treasurerôs report - Accepted as pre-

sented 

Hospitality - Grace Pary asked for opin-

ions of the meals that we have been 

eating.  Is there enough variety and is 

there a sufficient amount of food? All 

attendees were in agreement that the 

lunch menu is quite satisfactory, and 

the presentation is good. 

Grace reported that she had spoken to 

the hotel, and they are willing to offer, 

complimentary, two rooms to the Hous-

ton Area Council Woman of the Year 

Committee for the Woman of the Year 

out of towners.  This is a great opportu-

nity for us to spread the word about the 

service presented by the Four Points 

Sheraton ï Town and Country. 

Fund Raisers - It was reported that be-

cause of rules and regulations, it is 

against certain ordinances for Wineries 

to make donations of wine to our group.  

Several members have been asked to 

speak to various local wineries to see 

about other donations or special pricing 

they would be able to offer.  Reports 

due before the Board meeting. 

Check out the World Market for Texas 

Wine Bottles. 

Grace Pary reported that she knows of a 

company that would come to a central 

location and shred personal papers.  

The company is a certified shredder, 

and would be able to handle a lot of 

paper from members and others who 

would like to shred person and confi-

dential papers.  The company will shred 

the papers without charge, but the 

chapter would ask for donations from 

anyone bringing items to shred. 

NEW BUSINESS - Beverly Hiter 

brought up our membership in the 

Houston West Chamber of Commerce 

which is due for renewal.  Cathy recom-

mended that we continue our member-

ship.  Seconded by Grace.  The payment 

has been tabled until the April meeting.  

In the meantime, Reagan will contact 

the C of C for details of our membership 

which will assist us in our decision.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:15. Submit-

ted by Nancy Dillow 

Meeting was called at 6:25pm by Vice-

President Mindy Manley  

Introductions of our members and 

guests were made.  Visiting was our 

Guest speaker Germaine Porsche. 

Mindy reminded the attendees that we 

needed to vote for our Top 10 candi-

dates.  Two members were eligibleð

Corinne Cooper and Reagan Garcia. 

Reagan was nominated, and there were 

no other nominations.  Nominations 

were closed, and Grace moved to have 

Reagan elected by acclamation.  Sec-

onded by Nancy Dillow. 

TEAM LEADER REPORTS 

Nominating Committee for Officers for 

the new year. 

¶ Chair ï Cathy James 

¶ Member ï Nancy Dillow  

All members should participate.  Nancy 

Dillow will send out email to members 

with details.  

Membership - No new members.  Linda 

Nugent will be inducted at the next 

meeting. 

Secretary ï Minutes ï changes, Council 

speaker should be in past tense, Check 

March Meet ing  Minutes  

Recipient. Rebeccaôs topic will in-

clude  Stress and Well-Being 

Among Parents of Children with 

Potocki-Lupski Syndrome . 

Rebecca is a student at University of 

Texas Medical School at Houston. 

Please join us in recognizing her 

great accomplishments. 

Our April 

g u e s t 

speaker is 

R e b e c c a 

Samples.  

She is the 

2009 Barbara Kennedy Scholarship 

April Guest Speaker  
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Spring Oodles of Wine Basket Raffle  

Interested in knowing about ABWA National? Check our their website at www.abwa.org  

Once youõve visited ABWA National, check out our Houston Area Council at 

www.abwahouston.org . 

In addition to being a member of ABWA, you receive an automatic membership to the Federation of 

Houston Professional Women. Learn more at www.fhpw.org . 

versations and the letters that you 
need sent please do so, so that we 
can have ALL the Wine in hand be-
fore the April meeting to put the 
basket together.  

Tickets will be available at the April 
meeting and we will sell April, 
May  and June and have our Draw-
ing at the July Chapter Meeting.  

Should you have anything to be 
added to the Oodles of Wine 

Basket , please bring them to the 
March and/or April Meetings.  

Cathy James, Fundraising Chair 

Yes, itôs that time 
again, by the time 
you receive this 
newsletter,  you will 
have received a list-
ing via email re-
questing that you 
make some tele-

phone contacts to check on dona-
tions of wine for our wine basket.  

If you have not already gotten back 
to me with the results of your con-

March Meeting Photos  
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You may want to 
give your best cus-
tomers  a generous 
gift to thank them for 
their patronage. But 
the tax law only allows 
a measly $25 annual 

deduction for each recipient.  Here's 
a maneuver to increase your write-off 
and treat your clients to a special gift.  
 
Uncle Sam can be stingy when it 
comes to business gifts. In general, 
you can only write off up to $25 per 
person per year. A married couple is 
considered one taxpayer for the $25 
per person limit regardless of 
whether they are separately em-
ployed or have separate busi-
ness.  But thereôs a tax-wise maneu-
ver that can increase your deduction 

($150 reduced by the 50 percent 
limit).  
 
Remember to keep good records of 
business gifts and entertainment ex-
penses since the IRS is always on the 
lookout for cheating in these areas. 
 
Items costing $4 or less that contain 
an imprint with the taxpayerôs name, 
and/or identical items widely distrib-
uted are not subject to the $25 an-
nual limit.  

 
Debbie Holladay  

Tax Accountant/Notary  

Seidel, Schroeder & Company 

dholladay@ssccpa.com 

if you want to be more generous.  
 
Simply give tickets to the theater or a 
sporting event. Under the tax law, 
you can treat gifts as either an enter-
tainment expense or a business gift. 
Keep in mind, however, that you can 
only write off 50 percent of entertain-
ment expenses. But with the cost of 
tickets these days, itôs possible to 
come out ahead on your tax return 
and give a special gift. 
 
For example, letôs say you want to 
thank a favorite customer with two 
$75 tickets to a professional basket-
ball game. If you treat the tickets as a 
business gift, you can only deduct 
$25 of the $150 cost. But if you clas-
sify the tickets as an entertainment 
expense, your deduction grows to $75 

Business Gif ts  

Monthly Chapter Meeting Information  
WHEN: Thursday, April 9  

WHERE: Four Points by Sheraton, 10655 Katy Freeway, 

Houston  

TIME: 5:30ñ6:20pm Networking;  

 6:20ñ8:15pm Dinner & Meeting  

RSVP: Via Evite or hospitality@abwawings.org 

COST: $22 for Members with RSVP 

             $25 for Members without RSVP, Non ABWA mem -

 bers and guests 

News to Use  
Do you need to email the chapter? Canõt 

remember the Yahoo Group email ad-

dress? Well now there is an easy way. Just 

s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o  m e m -

bers@abwawings.org . This will send an 

email to everyone in our group individu-

ally. Try it out!  

Board meetings are held the Thursday 

following chapter meetings. Meeting lo-

cation is Four Points by Sheraton at 

6pm. All board members and committee 

chairs are requested to attend. If you are 

unable to attend, please contact Shelley 

Burkett, shelleybugs@excite.com.  

mailto:dholladay@ssccpa.com
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City Charter Chapter of ABWA 
March Speaker.  Dyane is a past 
District II Vice President of ABWA 
and has served in various leader-
ship roles on the local level includ-
ing general chair of a Spring Con-
ference, Houston Area Council 
President and she is currently serv-
ing on the Federation of Houston 
Professional Womenôs Educational 
Foundation.   Dyane currently is the 
Program Manager for Cimarron on 
the Facility Development Opera-

tions Contract (FDOC). 

Learn how you can get the most out 
of a business league membership 
and reach your career goals.  In-
cluding how to enhance your busi-
ness skills and expand your network 
in a supportive environment. Dyane 
will share the many benefits ABWA 
has to offer by explaining the differ-
ent aspects of the ABWA mission 
statement. 

D y a n e 
M a g l i o l o 
one  o f 
A m e r i c a n 
B u s i n e s s 
Womanôs 
Association 
(ABWA)ôs 
2009 Top 
Ten Busi-
n e s s 
Woman in 

the United States will be the League 

May Guest Speaker  

BIRTHDAYS        ANNIVERSARIES  

Rosemary Behrens   April 1     Barbara Durr    April 1989  

        Grace Pary    April 1986  

Anniversaries & Birthdays  

Let ter  f rom our  Nat ional  Pres ident  

provide the tools and technology we 

need to ensure the success of every 

ABWA group.  All we have to do is take 

advantage of them.  Pretty simple isnôt 

it? 

ABWA is known for our membership 

and amazing network.  With the new 

website last year, the newly designed 

Women IN Business magazine and its 

very cool digital magazine sidekick, we 

will now be known for our cutting edge 

member perks and keen sense of tim-

ing.  We offer something no other asso-

ciation can to our members.  In todayôs 

economy we need these new tools now 

more than ever.  I am anxious to hear 

your feedback once WIN rolls out and 

you have taken a few classes.  Email me 

f r o m  m y  A B W A  w e b s i t e  a t 

www.vickimarlett.com  . 

I do hope Iôll be seeing you at a District 

Conference in the next few months.  Or, 

perhaps youôre saving your change for 

Kansas City in September?  I canôt 

blame you there, it will be an amazing 

celebration packed with great keynotes, 

workshops and camaraderie that you 

wonôt find anywhere else.  If you havenôt 

been to an ABWA Conference in the last 

2 years, you are in for a treat.  I urge 

you to set aside some of those hard 

earned chapter/network treasury dol-

lars to send your members to a confer-

ence if you havenôt already done so.  It 

works miracles in educating our mem-

bers on ABWA and providing them the 

tools they need to fulfill their special 

piece of the ABWA Mission Statement ï 

personal and professional growth. 

Thanks for all you do for ABWA!  

In ABWA Love & Friendship,  

 

 

 

Vicki Marlett  

2008 -2009 National President  

2009 Top Ten Business Woman 

Happy Spring!  (ok, 

almost Spring) 

I am very excited to be 

serving as your Na-

tional President during 

this amazing technol-

ogy transformation.  

April launches ñWINò, 

the Womenôs Instructional Network.  

Did you know that your National Board 

of Directors has been very heavily in-

volved in the planning and testing of 

WIN since planning began last year?  

Every member of the National Board is 

anxiously awaiting this new on-line 

courseware.  For the last 3 years, my 

ABWA vision has become clearer.  I 

may still need my readers for the Dallas 

Morning News, but here at ABWA our 

future is very clear.  With an increased 

and engaged level of involvement of 

your National Board members, the Na-

tional Board and National Staff has 

become ONE TEAM; a team working to 

http://www.vickimarlett.com/
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